


Â History
Established in 2008 through a $6 million endowment from the Ministry of 

Research and Innovation, Government of Ontario. Additional funds ($1.5 

million) provided by FedNor and NOHFC for building refurbishment and 

equipment.

Â Vision
Create a world-class centre of excellence that is among the national and 
international leaders in forest Biorefining research, innovation and training.

Â Mission
The BRI will develop transformative, cost-effective, and environmentally 
sound technologies and bioproducts from renewable forest resources, 
train HQP, and be an active research partner in the Bioeconomy. The BRI 
will contribute to the environmental sustainability and socio-economic 
prosperity of Northern Ontario, supporting the Canadian forest industry 
transition to new market applications and global opportunities.



Â Contributes roughly 1.5% ($58 billion) to Canadaõs annual 
GDP  and is a major employer (235,000 people)

Â Canada is the worldõs largest producer of newsprint and 
bleached softwood pulp 

Â Canada has 10% of the worldõs Boreal Forest and the 
worldõs largest supply of well-managed, high quality 
conifer wood

Â Canadian P&PI processes about 50 million t pulpwood per 
annum with $3 billion potential revenue from residual co -
products 



Â Strong & increasing off -shore competition (new modern 
mills, fast growing trees, inexpensive labor)

Â Unstable & fluctuating oil prices

Â Uncertainties about oil reserves

Â Greenhouse gas emissions

Â Global movement & premium for green fuels and 
chemicals

Â Need of a new business model and additional revenues to 
remain competitive

Â Diversify products

Â Diversify markets

Â Need to convert to Integrated Forest 
Biorefineries (IFBRs)




