
PRINCE GEORGE, BC: 
A BIO-ECONOMY LEADER



NORTHERN CAPITAL OF BRITISH COLUMBIA



ABOUT PRINCE GEORGE

Å Largest city in the northern half of British 

Columbia

Å Affordable cost of living, improved quality of 

life and many civic amenities attract skilled 

labour force

Å Education, health and cultural centre for 

Northern BC



PRINCE GEORGE, BRITISH COLUMBIA
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ςProposed Pipelines ςLikely Routing

»{ƛǘŜ Ψ/Ω /ƭŜŀƴ Energy Project

»
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Selected Economic Assets and Capital Projects in Northern BC
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Operating mine ςCoal
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http://www.mtmilligan.com/


LABOUR BY INDUSTRY



FORESTRY SECTOR OPPORTUNITY

Å 2017 wood products exports grew 58% since 2012

Å BC produced 50% of all Canadian softwood lumber (represents 55% of 

Canadaõs exports to the US)

Å Considerable diversification in recent years
Prince George produces up to 580,000 tons of wood pellets annually 

90% destined for export; 23% of BCõs entire capacity

Prince George is at the centre of a growing bioenergy industry: 
Wood pellet manufacturing

UNBC Bioenergy Facility 

City of Prince George ðDistrict energy system 





PRINCE GEORGE BIOENERGY

Å Prince Georgeõs Forest Industry fuels 

secondary manufacturers to create 

energy products 

Å Wood Residuals, such as chips and hog 

fuel, are produced by primary 

manufacturers, and are used in the 

bioenergy operations.

Å Secondary manufacturing products 

include pallets, wood chips, and pellets 

for bioenergy. Log homes would also be 

included in this sector.



RESIDUAL (Waste) FIBREOPPORTUNITY

Declining timber supply and access resulting in a fibreŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƛƴ ./Ωǎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ 
industry

The Forest Act (s.103.1) allows companies harvesting on Crown land to leave 
merchantable timber (waste) as long as they pay 

Estimated average of between 500,000 to 600,000 m3/year of the total of volume 
fibre currently left as waste on the coast

2.1 million m3 of avoidable waste in the BC coast regions over past 5 years

Forest Fires in British Columbia have impacted the fibre supply, and introduced a 
new opportunity with burnt timbre



CLEAN TECHNOLOGY OPPORTUNITY

Clean tech stretches across many industries and is defined by the 

sectors such as:

Å Energy Generation

Å Energy Storage

Å Energy Infrastructure

Å Energy Efficiency

Å Transportation

Å Recycling and Waste

Å Water and Wastewater

Å Air and Environment

Å Materials

Å Manufacturing/Industrial

Å Agriculture



CLEAN TECHNOLOGY IN PRINCE GEORGE
Bioenergy Projects:

District Energy System

UNBC Bioenergy plant

Canfor Bio Crude Project

BC Biocarbon

UNBC training in wood innovation

Wood Innovation Research Lab and Design Centre

Canadian Bio-economy conference ðJune 2020




